Greetings from the Early Childhood Education (ECE) Department!  The ECE department provides a safe and warm environment that supports and promotes an enthusiasm for active learning.  ECE is also a critical step for successful learning for youngsters from our Parent Infant Program (PIP) to Kindergarten.

Our PIP serves children from 18 months to 2.9 years old.  The goal of PIP is to give our little ones all the experiences we possibly can that will enable them to move on to preschool with the language and self-confidence needed in order to have a successful academic journey.

Pre-school includes the fundamental learning skills used in signing, reading, writing, and math, as well as, establishing concept development that will carry a child into adulthood and into success.  Our program uses a combination of Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) and Creative Curriculum.  These are framework guidelines that promote children’s cognitive and language development in order to prepare youngsters for more advanced lessons when they begin Kindergarten.

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten use the California’s Standards-Based Education model which provides a strong foundation for learning in the subject areas of literature, math, science, social studies, the arts, and technology through a variety of classroom experiences.

In order to meet our children’s language needs, a vital part of our program is the use of a ASL/English language model:  ASL in signing and English in print.  We want our children to be proficient in both languages as it is critical to their academic success.

Our goal is that all children who come to CSDR enjoy learning in a positive environment and we strive as an ECE team to make sure that every child blossoms academically each and every day.  Come visit our department and I guarantee our youngsters will melt your hearts!

 

Sincerely,

Debra Rose

Early Childhood Education Department Principal

 
CALIFORNIA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF, RIVERSIDE
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Values Statement
Family ties and communication are the most important part of a young child’s life.  The early years of a child’s life are uniquely dependent on their families for their basic needs and nurturing.  One of our main goals is to develop a strong partnership between teachers and families that respect, support, and empower the child and meet their educational needs.

The philosophy behind our curriculum is that young children learn best by doing.  Learning isn’t just repeating what someone else says; it requires active thinking and experimenting to find out how things work and to learn firsthand about the world we live in.  Our classroom program is based on developmentally appropriate practices in a play environment in order for us to meet each child’s unique needs and style of learning.  We strive to provide a stimulating, language rich and communication accessible environment.  American Sign Language (ASL) is used in communicating with the children in our program in order to take advantage of deaf children’s visual learning style.  Auditory and speech training are also a vital part of our program and are provided in the classroom setting and on an individual basis.

We believe in respecting individual family cultures and diversity, focusing on each family and child’s strengths, and viewing each family and child from a deaf perspective.  Families are encouraged and supported in their efforts to communicate with their child in ASL and other modes of communication to ensure access to their environment.

By focusing on a child’s strengths, we hope to provide opportunities for each child to reach his/her full potential as a successful Deaf/HH individual.

The Power of Play
“Play is the activity by which the infant or young child learns about himself/herself and about the world.  Because both the self and the world are so new, a child is constantly learning, and thus continuously playing. For the infant and young child, play is not a frivolous activity, but rather the most adaptive practice a child can engage in.”

                                                 By David Elkind, 

      Professor of Child Study, Tufts University

The Parent’s Role in Children’s Play:  Choose toys that have lots of possibilities.  Blocks, dolls, and art supplies provide endless opportunities for open-ended play.

Creating an environment provides many opportunities for unstructured play.  Enhance play by providing essential props such as dress-up clothes, sand, water, and art supplies.

Make time for play—value its worth.  Be sure your child has enough uninterrupted time, and avoid intruding when play is intense.  Support choices in play.  Let your child play with toys in new ways.  Encourage your child to initiate play.

Provide support for social needs.  Encourage cooperation and sharing without placing undue expectations on the very young child.  Help children restrain from aggressive play by offering acceptable alternatives such as pounding play dough or building at a workbench.

Parent Infant Program
The Parent Infant Program (PIP) serves infants/toddlers ages 18 months to 36 months who reside within the Riverside and Moreno Valley Unified School Districts.  The program focuses on concept and language exposure with the class being organized around themes.  Free play is a critical component of PIP, which is in alignment with the educational philosophy of the ECE Department.  The children also participate in circle time which provides opportunities to develop good attending/listening and language skills.  It is here that new ideas and concepts are introduced to establish a critical academic foundation.  We also believe art activities are an important part of the daily routine which helps the child to express himself creatively.

Pre-School
The Pre-School serves children 3-4 years old.  The program focuses on pre-academic skills that include concept development and building a strong ASL foundation.  The pre-school curriculum follows the Creative Curriculum guidelines that provide goals for the five developmental domains: cognition, language, social/emotional, self help, and physical development.  The classroom structure is designed for optimal learning experiences.  The children are given clear expectations and are taught through fun hands-on activities. In order to ensure that each student is progressing at an appropriate pace, the pre-school program uses the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) assessment system, as mandated by the State of California.

Pre-Kindergarten
The Pre-Kindergarten program serves the children who will enter Kindergarten the following fall.  The curriculum follows the California’s Standards-Based Education recommendations which provide a strong foundation for learning in the subject areas of literature, math, science, social studies, the arts, and technology through a variety of classroom experiences.  Our pre-kindergarten students work on the pre-academic skills necessary to enter kindergarten prepared and ready to learn.  The ASL foundation from pre-school is built upon a curriculum in Deaf Studies.  Like our pre-school class, we use the Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) assessment system to measure the progress of children toward meeting the identified desired results.

Kindergarten
Our Kindergarten program uses a general education curriculum that is used state-wide and meets the criteria set forth by the California’s Standards-Based Education recommendations.  Our curriculum builds upon the foundation for learning, providing experiences that enrich and enhance the areas of literature, math, science, social studies, the arts, and technology through a variety of classroom experiences.  Our kindergarten students are involved in a variety of educational experiences such as physical education and field trips to various places in order to expand on our curriculum and make it more meaningful.

Transition Program
Our Transition Program offers a more personal pace to those students who will be entering Kindergarten or are of kindergarten age.  While the pace is more individual, it still follows the California’s Standard-Based Education recommendations and uses the same curriculum as Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten.  In order to ensure that the children are achieving academically, the Desired Results Developmental Profile, either the revised or access editions, are used to measure progress.  The children are offered physical education and other services needed as recognized on their IEP.  

Student Services
Speech Services:  The Early Childhood Education Program offers speech services to those students who qualify.   The services in the ECE are varied from one-on-one to group instruction.

The speech teacher provides auditory stimulation to those students who have cochlear implants or some residual hearing.  Sound and vibration are introduced through musical instruments as well as through the sounds of speech.  Our speech teachers are sensitive to the needs of the classroom and work with the teachers to schedule students at appropriate times.  The themes of the classroom are reinforced in the speech program so that sounds and signs are made more meaningful for learning.  The speech teacher works with the local school district staff, parents, and teachers to provide an optimal learning experience for our students at CSDR from PIP to Kindergarten.  Their success is our success!

Based on the student’s need, possible services provided include:

        Exposure to English language in auditory and written forms
        Auditory training using hearing aids or cochlear implant
        Speechreading:  (receptive) using lip reading, facial expression, etc. and (expressive) learning to make similar mouth movements themselves
        Articulation reinforcement

        Oral motor and breath control

        Development of communication strategies

Audiological Services: The Early Childhood Education Program will include the following services provided by the Educational Audiologist:

Provide support services necessary to obtain an in-depth audiological profile on each child.  This may include any or all of the following:

        Complete audiological evaluation for all students in the ECE Dept.

        Impedance testing

        Real Ear testing

        Electroacoustic Analysis on hearing aids

 

Assist the family in obtaining amplification.  This may include:

        Assistance in setting up an evaluation appointment
        Assistance in obtaining financial assistance (CCS, etc)

        Consult with the referring audiologist

        Accompany the family to the evaluation

        Provide hearing aids on a trial basis from our loaner stock

Provide in-class observations and listening skills consultation.  This will be through both structured and non-structured play interaction with the children as developmentally appropriate.

Family-based Services
Family Sign Language Classes:  American Sign Language classes are offered on a weekly basis through the Outreach Department.  Parents and immediate family members of our deaf students may attend at no charge.  Classes are held on the CSDR campus.  Classes are also offered in Spanish for our Spanish-speaking families.  Contact the Outreach Department for schedules and registration information.

Literacy, Laughter and Learning:  Literacy, Laughter and Learning (LLL) is a workshop that is provided to the parents of our ECE students three times a year.  The purpose of this workshop is to help parents understand the importance of early literacy learning for their young child.  Stages of literacy development are discussed along with ideas on how the parents can encourage literacy development at home.

The LLL workshop helps parents understand how literacy unfolds in their child’s mind.  Literacy learning is especially important for the young deaf child.  Encouraging a child to take a special interest in printed words is critical and necessary for them to become a successful reader and writer.  Since literacy opportunities are all around us, this workshop helps parents recognize those opportunities and use them to their fullest extent. 

The underlying goal of LLL is to make all parents feel welcome regardless of their signing level.  We discuss strategies that can be used at home, have special projects for the children to do, stories that are acted out in ASL, and have activity centers that focus on the main theme of the story.  By bringing the parents and children together for one workshop it becomes a family affair.

 

 

